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Abstract 

This paper has embarked on a discussion of the Role of Women Youths and Multi national oil 

companies in Environmentally Induced Conflicts / Disasters in Isoko Communities, Delta State Nigeria. 

The paper points out the environmental problems in these  Communities and proceed to describe the 

environmentally Induced Conflict and disaster factors. It highlights the contributions of Women and 

Youths and the oil industries to environmental degradation and the fact that inspite of the overwhelming 

pressure of economic and social forces, women have played key roles in conflicts/disasters prevention. 

The paper made some recommendation for a frame work for the resolution of environmentally induced 

conflicts in Isoko Communities. 



Global Voice of Educators, Vol. 1. No.1, June 2012 
 

3 
Women, Youths and Multinationals As Actors in Environmentally Induced conflicts/Disasters in 

Delta State: Implication for Health, Unemployment and Poverty in South-South Nigeria –  
Patricia Ave Aquah 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Environmental conflicts and disasters are a global phenomena. They can result from control over 

environmental resources such as fossil fuels or inadequate compensation for lands seized for national or 

multinational exploitation of land and resources. Such conflicts are common in Nigeria. More so in the 

oil rich Niger/Delta region of Nigeria. 

 Isoko North and South local government Areas (The Isoko Community) in Delta State have been 

plagued with incessant conflicts associated with the Oil business. Actors in this conflict include the 

government the multinationals, the youths and women. The conflicts have several impacts on the people 

and the environment causing physical harm to both humans, natural resources and the economic 

development of the LGAs and the state at large. This write up highlights; 

- The environmental problems in Isoko communities. 

- The Environmentally Induced Conflicts / disasters factors. 

-  The Contribution of Women and youths and multinationals  to Environmental Degradation. 

- The roles of women in conflicts/disasters prevention, and 

Makes Recommendations for Framework for Environmentally Induced Conflicts in Isoko 

communities. 

-  

Brief Enumeration of Environmentally Induced Problems in Isoko North and South LGAs 

The environmental problems in Isoko North and South LGAs could be categorized under the following 

sub-headings:- 

1. Deforestation/Defoliation /Oil Spills 

2. Water Contamination 

3. Air Pollution 

4. Health Hazards 

5. Poor Infrastructures 
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6. Inadequate social Amenities 

7. Unemployment 

8. Poverty 

9. Land Degradation  

There is direct and indirect correlation between environmental factors and the above sub-headings; 

Deforestation: This is loss of vegetation due to natural or artificial made forces. In Isoko communities 

bush fires are common with attendant environmental consequences, so deforestation here is artificial.  

Culprits in this regard are:Women, Youths The Oil Companies 

Women, with their children rampage the forests for Non fossil fuel (wood) for domestic and commercial 

purposes. The oil companies degrade wide expanses of land to lay pipes for oil and gas. They  borrow 

large areas of land for laterite used for their numerous construction. Thus creating borrows pits with 

hazards  and risk implication. 

Bush fire which is extremely difficult to manage even by the forestry personnel of the department of 

forestry in Ministry of Environment delta state and the fire service have over the years resorted to loss of 

forest resources and depletion of  flora and fauna including habitant distortion. 

Farmers and  hunters who are mainly youths embark on bush burning to hunt for games without 

environmental consideration   These activities have negative impacts on the environment by threatening 

the extinction of the endangered species of wild life in the area, and also reducing drastically the number 

in the species allowable for human consumption. 

Deforestation  has reduced drastically the arable land thereby constituting a threat to food security due to 

reduction in yield from farming. The implication is shortage in food supply 

“Also deforestation has led to loss of bio-diversity in the  
mangrove swamp forest and to the destruction of nurseries 
and   feeding, grounds for commercially important species 
 of fish and crustaceans”  

 

.Implication: With a shortage in consumable wild life, shortage in food supply, hunger prevails. A 

popular adage states “ A hungry man is an angry man”. In Isoko communities if these scenarios are not 
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checked hunger will be the order of the day and this will result to environmentally Induced Conflicts 

and even disaster. A hungry society breeds violent reactors to provocations. 

Description of the Environmentally Induced Conflicts /disaster factors 

POOR INFRASTRUCTURES 

The borrowing activities of the  construction and  Oil companies have devastated the infrastructures in 

Isoko LGA. In spite of government stipulations for social responsibility by multinational companies, 

those in Isoko communities have not lived up to their expectations. Available roads are tampered with 

without rehabilitation with few new ones under construction, many water ways are clogged, resulting in 

inhibition of their functions for receiving and draining flood water and inadequate transportation of 

goods from the producing areas to the target markets. Cost of transportation is thus increased, and the 

increase rolled over to the consumers through increase in the prices of goods. All these are early 

warning signs for environmentally induced conflicts/disaster in Isoko communities. 
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Flooding at Ozoro 
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WATER CONTAMINATION 

High activity level in Niger Delta and precisely Isoko communities has led to the contamination of water 

bodies by oil with a concomitant contamination of fisheries, fresh water and brackish, water swamps, 

and the killing of fishes, crabs, oysters and periwinkles. The consequence of this contamination is 

unemployment especially for the artisan fishermen and their sales agents – mostly women and youths. 

Fishing is an invaluable economic activity in Delta State. These have resulted  in environmentally 

induced conflicts between a segment of Olomoro, Irri, Uzere, Ozoro and Shell Petroleum Development 

Company (SPDC) in the past with women and youths being the most vulnerable. 

 

In addition, Ndifon, (1998) carried out an experiment and discovered an oil acne in the Niger / Delta 

environment in which the Isoko Communities domain. This acne according to Ndifon (1998) apart from 

the discovery of the acne. Henry (1998) identified some health conditions which are detrimental to the 

human component in Isoko communities. They include:- cancer, decreased fertility, fever, cough, 

abdominal pain and diarrhea. 

 

AIR POLLUTION 

Due to production of Oil and Gas in Isoko communities the air is polluted. Air pollution has the 

potential of creating environmentally induced conflicts / disasters. The quality of air and noxious  

pollutants in Isoko communities constitute a key type of environmental Conflicts that relates to issues 

pertaining to social justice and the right to live in a healthy environment. The gas flaring in Isoko 

communities such as Irri, Uzere, Olomoro to name a few pollute the air besides rendering the 

environment not habitable. Although payment of compensation would suffix, these result an increase in 

hydrocarbons both in air and water constituting a health hazards in the environment. 
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HEALTH HAZARDS 

Borrowing the land lives room for pools and puddles and in some instances lake-sized stagnant waters in 

places such as Irri-Idheze road, Ellu, Uzere and Emede communities has several environmental 

consequences and can led to Environmentally Induced Conflicts/disasters.  

 

This has created breeding grounds for mosquitoes etc. The result is acute increase in the incidences of 

malaria, typhoid and other water-bourn diseases. 

 

Inadequate Social Amenities 

The Isoko Communities have been denied the much needed development of adequate social and 

economic infrastructures such as regular supply of electricity, good roads, adequate health and 

recreational facilities. This should have been a prerogative of not only the governments (local and State) 

but also of the oil companies albeit as part of their social responsibility to the communities whose 
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natural resources they are exploiting with attendant environmental consequences. These have resulted 

into conflicts and disaster.  

 

Inadequate/lack of Implementation of Town planning or the use of master plan in Isoko 

communities.  

Available evidences show that houses are built haphazardly in Isoko Communities without recourse to 

the master plan. This does not make for an environmentally friendly development. These can cause 

conflicts. 
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Unemployment 

Gas flaring pollutes the air we breathe. Rain mixing with the polluted air produces chemicals that 

predispose inhabitants to skin cancer and is toxic to the soil and plant life, thus rendering the land 

unproductive. Farmers in this area are robbed of fertile land on which to farm, throwing them out of job. 

The pollution progresses to the waters affecting adversely marine life – another source of employment 

for the Isoko people. This too creates unemployment in the community. The chain effect is 

unemployment also for the middle men who buy from the farmers and fishermen to sell to consumers. In 

addition to acid rain and corrosive effects on roofs of houses.  

 Environmentally Induced Conflicts promote unemployment which breeds vices and makes the 

youths (males) susceptible to conscription into rebel groups that protest against the government and its 

agencies, traditional institutions and the multinationals involved in the extraction of the “Black Gold” in 

Isoko communities. Such youths, if arrested by security government forces are summarily dealt with. If 

lured into intra tribal conflicts that are environmentally induced, the youths stand the risk of losing their 

lives besides sustaining devastating injuries. Their deprived female counterparts precipitate towards 
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depravation culminating in promiscuity and prostitution, thereby exposing themselves to HIV/AIDs- a 

global phenomenon, and other related sexually transmited diseases. 

   

Contributions of Women and Youths to Environmental Degradation 

It is common knowledge that the onus of ensuring that the battle for everyday life continues as normally 

as possible even when times are far from being normal rests on women.  In Isoko communities women 

have contributed immensely in the deforestation of the area thus:- they rampage the forest in search of 

non fossil fuel resulting in deforestation and exposure of the area to erosion. 

 

 Also, apart from being parents, teachers, care givers, women constitute a channel of the 

transmission of our cultural heritage. An emergent phenomenon is that the women in Isoko communities 

themselves are waning in the culture of sanitation. A tour round the urban and rural areas in Isoko North 

and South LGAs shows the area proliferated with debris. See illustration: 
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 and the drains clogged with garbage from domestic wastes. This is a very common pre occupation of 

both women and the youngsters in Isoko communities. 
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 The clogged drains predispose the surrounding areas to floods due to the inability of the waters to run 

their normal course. The chain reaction is flood and loss of property (and even lives in many cases) 

stagnant waters that constitute breeding grounds for mosquitoes, resultant rise in cases of malaria and 

other diseases associated with poor environmental sanitation, which result to environmentally induced 

conflicts/ disasters.  

 

 

 Again it is no gainsaying that it is women and children especially girls who have to come to 

terms with the violence whether it comes from guns of the constituted security forces or the militants 

(Sumona Das Coupta). Yet women have  drastically fallen short of their expected roles to guard and 

guide the youths, inculcating in them healthy approaches to resolutions of issues which commiserate in 

conflicts. It would seem that the state of the economy has driven the women more into the search for 

survival causing them to be negligent of their duties as character boulders, inculcating in the Youths the 

right attitudes and values that will ensure a conflict free society. 
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The result is that the Youths in Isoko communities are highly vulnerable and susceptible to conscription 

into rebel groups. First, it is these Youths who are coerced into malpractices which sabotage the 

economy of the communities, the state and indeed the whole nation. Such practices as bunkering . etc. 

 

The Roles of Women in Conflict / Disaster prevention 

In  Isoko communities as in largely rural communities women comprise the majority of the adult 

working population and producing the bulk of the nations agricultural output. Women also care for their 

own families (Husband and children) and extended relations especial children orphaned by violent 

clashes, and victims of HIV/AIDS. Playing this role effectively reduces the incidences of youths 

involvement in rebel groups and their vulnerability to exploitation by the political and economic 

judgments. 

 

In 2002 women from Chevron Oil and gas operational communities in warri South West LGA area 

Delta State protested against Chevrons occupational accidents, disaster and environment response 

policies among others. The tactics the women employed interfered with the chevron operations thereby 

causing them to operate behind schedule. Hence Chevron negotiated with the women and other 

stakeholders. All parties involved signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU).   It is good to sign 

MOU but implementation for sustainable development is more important. 

Women control most of the non monetary economy, bearing and nurturing children,  agriculture, 

subsistence, domestic labour) etc. These put them at the heart of development. According to Jekayinfor 

1999. “ The women as a person are an agent of reproduction of life itself. This places her in the position 

of the life blood of the entire humanity. She is the first teacher, the sustained and main trainer of the 

home, the peace maker, the symbol of beauty and major builder of character. Jekayinfa (1999)’  

Her role therefore is invaluable in character building. Women therefore have a major role to play in 

impressing on their children who are the youths on the need to maintain Peace and ensure 

dialogue in handling environmentally induced conflicts and disaster in Isoko communities. 
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Recommendations: Framework For Environmentally Induced Conflicts/Disaster In Isoko 

Communities. 

It is recommended that the key actors in conflict creation should carry out the following activities for a 

sustainable resolution of the environmentally induced conflicts and disasters;   

 

1. Governments should  put into place Local, commercial and traditional environmentally Induced  

Conflict management structures. 

2. Set into motion the machinery that will ensure protection from poverty, disease, bio chemical 

contamination and injustice which are agents of environmentally induced conflicts. 

3. Educate and sensitized the populace on modern waste disposal techniques to prevent 

environmentally induced conflicts. 

4. Step up the provision of waste disposal systems. 

5. Mainstream, Business and entrepreneurship  education at both the formal and non formal levels 

of education to provide the opportunity for skill acquisition and entrepreneurship development. 

This will prepare the individuals to acquire jobs, sustain these jobs and grow in the jobs. It will 

also equip them with skills to create jobs, be self employed,  and even become employers of 

labour. 

6. It is also recommended that the governments should emphasize the application of the plans for 

construction even at the rural levels. As part of social responsibility to the communities, it is 

suggested that the multinationals in Isoko LGAs collaborate with states in Nigeria which are 

globally acclaimed for adequate sanitation to put in place machineries for environmental 

sanitation in this communities. They are also admonished to seek and employ acceptable 

standards for disposal of their industrial toxic waters. 

 

7. Developed “the women” (an urgent need) so as to be able to keep pace with developments in the 

Nigerian socio-economic scene. (Jekayinfa, 1999) such development should be geared toward: 

i. Ensure major policy interventions to bring women’s social status and economic opportunities at 

par with these of their male counterparts. 
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ii. Shifting emphasis in regional development efforts to the provision of infrastructures and location 

of production ventures in Isoko communities. 

iii. Identifying and removing all appearances of discrimination based on sex. 

iv. Putting in place special child care/ security allowances. This is imperative especial because a 

properly brought up child is an asset to the society at large not just to the parents just as a badly 

brought up child constitutes a menace to society. 

v. Since the best advocates for women are women themselves, they must make concerted efforts to 

be heard, seen and involved in all ventures including politics. 

vi. Provision of access to credit facilities for medium and small scale enterprises (this will empower 

the women). 

vii. Designing meticulously and faithfully executing all plans for the achievement of the objective of 

women development (Jeminiwa 1995) 

viii. It is imperative that women be “Intricately involved in every peace process, whether that is 

conflict resolution or post conflict stabilization”. 

ix. Women are globally acclaimed as Peace Promoters therefore it is also imperative that they 

feature and prominently too at the negotiating table. This will ensure lasting stabilities. 

x. Women should be encouraged and supported in their efforts at forming women organizations 

that cater for themselves, the youths and peace ventures. 

8. Government through the Ministry of Environment should embark on massive flood control 

measures in Isoko land and parts of the State. 

9. The Ministry of Environment should embark on continuous opening of blocked natural 

waterways and canalization in Isoko communities and parts of the States. 

10. Government should establish engineered sanitary land fills in each of the three senatorial 

districts to handle waste disposal. All these will help to prevent environmentally Induced conflicts / 

disasters not only in Isoko Land but in the entire state. 
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